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Those of us in the West must resist our own governing systems, or we are complicit.
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In Murder in Samarkand 1 describe how as a British ambassador, when I discovered the full
extent of our complicity in torture in the War on Terror, I thought it must be a rogue
operation and all I had to do was make ministers and senior officials aware and they would
stop it.

When I was reprimanded and officially told that receipt of intelligence from torture in the
“War on Terror” was approved from the prime minister and foreign secretary down, and it became clear to me
that there was a deliberate promoting of false intelligence narratives through torture, which exaggerated the
Al Qaida threat to justify military policy in Afghanistan and Central Asia, my worldview was severely
shaken.

Somehow I mentally compartmentalised this as an aberration, due to overreaction to 9/11 and the unique
narcissism and viciousness of then Prime Minister Tony Blair.

I did not lose faith in Western democracy or the notion that the Western powers, on the whole, were a
positive force when contrasted with other powers.

It is a hard thing to lose the entire belief system in which you were brought up — probably particularly hard
if like me, you had a very happy life right from childhood and were highly successful within the terms of the
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governmental system.

I have however now finally shed the last of my illusions and I am obliged to acknowledge that the system of
which T am a part — call it “the West,” “liberal democracy,” “capitalism,” “neo-liberalism,” “neo-
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conservatism,” “imperialism,” “the New World Order” — call it what you will in fact, it is a force for evil.
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Gaza has been an important catalyst. I am not lacking in empathy, but my knowledge of the horrid butchery
by the Western powers in Iraq, Afghanistan or Libya was an intellectual knowledge, not a lived experience.

Technology has brought us the Gaza genocide — which has so far killed fewer people than any of those
earlier NATO- member perpetrated massacres — in gut wrenching detail.

I have just been looking at 75kg bags of mixed human meat handed over to relatives in lieu of an identifiable
corpse, and am in shock.

That is not the worst we have seen in Gaza.

Mosul & Fallujah

If only the people of Mosul and Fallujah had had modern mobile phone technology, what horrors we would
know.

Incidentally, I tried to find you some images of the massive U.S. destruction of Mosul and Fallujah in 2002-
2004 and Google won’t give me any. It will, however, offer thousands of images from fighting
there with ISIL in 2017. Which rather underlines my point about the extraordinary lack of
imagery of the Second Iraq War.

Of the current genocide in Gaza, again I found myself naively thinking at some point this will stop. That
Western politicians would not in fact countenance the total destruction of Gaza.

That there would be a limit to the number of Palestinian civilian deaths they could accept, the number of
U.N. facilities, schools and hospitals destroyed, the number of little children torn into shreds.

I thought that at some stage human decency must outweigh Zionist lobby cash.

But I was wrong.

The Ukrainian Attack on Kursk
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The Ukrainian attack into Kursk also has a profound emotional resonance. The Battle of Kursk was arguably
the most important blow struck against Nazi Germany, the largest tank battle in the history of the world by a
wide margin.

The Ukrainian government has destroyed all the monuments to the Red Army which achieved this, and
denigrates the Ukrainians who fought against fascism.

By contrast, it honours the very substantial Ukrainian components of the Nazi forces, including but not
limited to, the Galician Division and their leaders.

[See: On the Influence of Neo-Nazism in Ukraine]

Kursk is therefore a place of great symbolism for Ukraine to attack now into Russia, including with German
artillery and armour.

German politicians seem to have an atavistic urge to attack Russia, and support the genocide of Palestinians
to an astonishing degree.

Germany has effectively ended all freedom of speech on Palestine, banning conferences of distinguished
speakers and making pro-Palestinian speech illegal. Germany has intervened on Israel’s side in the genocide
case before the ICJ, and intervened at the ICC to object to an arrest warrant against Netanyahu.

I do not know how many civilian dead would assuage German lust for the expiatory blood of Palestinians —
500,000? 1 Million? 2 Million?
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Or perhaps 6 Million?

The West are not the good guys. Our so-called “democratic systems” give us no ability to vote for anybody
who may get into power who does not support the genocide and imperialist foreign policy.

It is not an accident and it is not genius that makes a man-child like Elon Musk worth $100 billion. The
power structures of society are deliberately designed by those with wealth to promote massive concentration
of wealth in favour of those who already have it, exploiting and disempowering the rest of society.

The rise of the multi-billionaires is not a fluke. It is a plan, and the misallocation of more than adequate
resources is the cause of poverty. The attempt to shift blame onto the desperate constituents of waves of
immigration forced into life by Western destruction of foreign countries, is also systematic.

There is no longer any free space for dissent in the media to oppose any of this.
We are the Bad Guys. We resist our own governing systems, or we are complicit.

In the United Kingdom it falls to the Celtic nations to try to break up the state which is a subordinate but
important imperialist engine. The paths of resistance are various, depending where you are.

But find one and take one.

Craig Murray is an author, broadcaster and human rights activist. He was British ambassador to
Uzbekistan from August 2002 to October 2004 and rector of the University of Dundee from 2007 to
2010. His coverage is entirely dependent on reader support. Subscriptions to keep this blog going
are gratefully received.
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