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Ghislane Maxwell on Jeffrey Epstein’s Death:
‘I Believe That He Was Murdered’

Audrey Strauss, acting U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York, points to a photo of Jeffrey
Epstein and Ghislaine Maxwell, during a news conference in New York on July 2, 2020. (John
Minchillo/AP Photo)

Former socialite and convicted sex trafficker Ghislaine Maxwell told Britain’s
Talk TV in a jailhouse interview that she believes her former associate and
disgraced financier Jeffrey Epstein was murdered.

Epstein, who was facing multiple charges of sex trafficking of minors, was
found dead in his cell at the Metropolitan Correctional Center (MCC) in New
York City in August 2019.
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His death was officially ruled as a suicide by hanging, but there has been
widespread speculation about the cause. For instance, a forensic pathologist
hired by Epstein’s brother said multiple fractures found in his neck were “very
unusual in suicidal hangings” and more consistent with strangulation.

Maxwell, who is currently serving a 20-year sentence in a Florida prison for
helping Epstein sexually abuse girls, told Talk TV that she believes Epstein’s
death was no suicide.

“I believe that he was murdered,” Maxwell said in the Talk TV interview. “I
was shocked. Then I wondered how it had happened because as far as I was
concerned, he was going to … I was sure he was going to appeal.”

Many people have united in skepticism that Epstein could have taken his own
life a mere month after being arrested on sex trafficking charges.

In particular, a number of people have pointed to Epstein’s connections to
powerful individuals, some of whom may have been implicated in illicit
activities with him and would have wanted to keep him quiet.

Maxwell said earlier that one of her fellow inmates was offered money
to murder her and schemed to “strangle her in her sleep,” according to court
papers filed last year by her lawyers ahead of her sentencing.

“This incident reflects the brutal reality that there are numerous prison
inmates who would not hesitate to kill Ms. Maxwell—whether for money,
fame, or simple ‘street cred,’” the lawyers wrote in the filing, suggesting
someone may have wanted Maxwell dead badly enough to pay for it.

Maxwell was sentenced on June 28, 2022, to 20 years in prison for conspiring
with Epstein to sexually abuse minors.

She is serving time at Florida’s low-security FCI Tallahassee prison.
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(L): Ghislaine Maxwell attends a symposium in New York City in a 2013 file photograph.
(Laura Cavanaugh/Getty Images); (R): Jeffrey Epstein in a 2013 mugshot in Florida.
(Florida Department of Law Enforcement via Getty Images)

Questions Unanswered

Questions have swirled about the circumstances surrounding Epstein’s death
since he was found dead on Aug. 10, 2019, in his cell with a bedsheet around
his neck.

Epstein’s death sparked outrage that such a high-profile prisoner could have
gone unmonitored at a facility where such infamous inmates like Mexican drug
lord Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman and Wall Street swindler Bernie Madoff came
and went without incident.

Epstein had been placed on suicide watch about a month before his death after
he was found on his cell floor on July 23 with bruises on his neck. He was later
taken off suicide watch and placed in a high-security housing unit where he
was less closely monitored but still supposed to be checked on every half hour.

Two jail guards who were supposed to monitor Epstein were accused by
prosecutors of falling asleep and surfing the internet that night rather than
checking on him every 30 minutes.

The pair, Tova Noel and Michael Thomas, would later admit they “willfully and
knowingly” falsified records to make it seem they were following the correct
check-in protocols with regard to Epstein.
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Michael Thomas and Tova Noel appear on charges they falsely certified to having
conducted inmate counts during Jeffrey Epstein’s final hours at the Federal Court in
New York City, New York, on Nov. 25, 2019. (Jane Rosenberg/courtroom
sketch/Reuters)

In January 2022, the criminal case against Noel and Thomas was dropped after
they complied with the six-month deferred prosecution agreements they
agreed to earlier, which included 100 hours of community service and
cooperating with a Justice Department (DOJ) probe into Epstein’s death.

Medical Examiner: ‘The Cause Is Hanging’

Chief Medical Examiner Dr. Barbara Sampson ruled Epstein’s death a suicide
by hanging. She said she made the determination “after careful review of all
investigative information, including complete autopsy findings.”

Not long after Sampson ruled Epstein’s death a suicide, Epstein’s brother hired
forensic pathologist Dr. Michael Baden, who was in the room for Epstein’s
autopsy, to review the evidence.
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Baden, who was New York City’s chief medical examiner in the 1970s, said at
the time that the evidence suggested Epstein may have been murdered. He said
that Epstein’s injuries were more consistent with those found in homicide
victims and that he hadn’t seen the type of neck bone injuries that Epstein had
in any suicides that he had investigated. Baden added, however, that his
observations were not conclusive.

Some experts have said that, while uncommon, injuries to the hyoid bone that
Epstein had do sometimes occur in suicidal hangings, more so in older people.
Epstein was 66 at the time of his death.

After Baden issued his opinion, Sampson responded by saying that no
conclusions should be drawn from a single piece of evidence or unusual
injury.

“I stand firmly behind our determination of the cause and manner of death for
Mr. Epstein,” she said in October 2019. “The cause is hanging, the manner is
suicide.”

‘Serious Irregularities’

Then-Attorney General William Barr said at the time that there were “serious
irregularities” at the Manhattan jail where Epstein died, vowing that the DOJ’s
inspector general would “get to the bottom of what happened” and that there
“will be accountability.” That investigation continues and no report has been
released yet.

Following Barr’s remarks, then-House Judiciary Committee Chairman Rep.
Jerry Nadler (D-N.Y.) and then-ranking member Rep. Doug Collins (R-Ga.)
sent a letter to the Bureau of Prisons asking 23 questions about Epstein’s
death. In the letter, they cited deficiencies in inmate protocol and requested
information about the Bureau of Prisons’ suicide prevention policies,
resources, and staffing.

A subsequent report (pdf) prepared by the Bureau of Prisons National Suicide
Prevention Coordinator, Psychology Services Branch, Central Office, put
forward a timeline of events and circumstances leading up to Epstein’s death.

The report stated that a facilities assistant described Epstein as “distraught,
sad, and a little confused” when he arrived at the correctional facility on July
6, 2019.
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The assistant was cited in the report as saying that, even though Epstein said
he felt fine, she wasn’t convinced and wrote that he seemed “dazed and
withdrawn” and advised in an email that someone from Psychology should talk
to him to “just be on the safe side and prevent any suicidal thoughts.”

Following a court proceeding on July 8, Epstein denied having any suicidal
thoughts but due to risk factors was put on psychological observation, a
protocol that is less restrictive than suicide watch. The report says he was
taken off psychological observation several days later.

Following a suicide risk assessment on July 23, Epstein was placed on suicide
watch, the report indicates. A day later, he was taken off suicide watch and put
back on psychological observation. The report says Epstein was having
difficulties adjusting to his environment behind bars, including trouble
sleeping and concerns about his safety.

A day before his death, newly unsealed documents alleged new details of
sexual abuse claims against Epstein, with the report suggesting that this
further eroded his status and potentially implicated some of his associates.

“The lack of significant interpersonal connections, a complete loss of his
status in both the community and among associates, and the idea of potentially
spending his life in prison were likely factors contributing to Mr. Epstein’s
suicide,” the report notes.

Besides the guards’ procedural mistakes the night of Epstein’s death, the BOP
report says staff made several other errors. For instance, someone filling out a
psychological services intake screening form for Epstein incorrectly ticked a
box that said he had no prior sexual offense convictions, he had been
mistakenly identified as black, and there were a number of incomplete entries
for Epstein regarding receiving services like showers and meals.

As the investigation into Epstein’s death continues, Maxwell’s claims have
added to the list of questions surrounding the case.


