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Looking back on the coverage of Trump

Seven and a half years ago, journalism began a tortured dance with Donald Trump, the man
who would be the country’s forty-fifth president—first dismissing him, then embracing him
as a source of ratings and clicks, then going all in on efforts to catalogue Trump as a threat

to the country (also a great source of ratings and clicks).

No narrative did more to shape Trump’s relations with the press than Russiagate. The story,
which included the Steele dossier and the Mueller report among other totemic moments,
resulted in Pulitzer Prizes as well as embarrassing retractions and damaged careers. For
Trump, the press’s pursuit of the Russia story convinced him that any sort of normal

relationship with the press was impossible.

For the past year and a half, CJR has been examining the American media’s coverage of
Trump and Russia in granular detail, and what it means as the country enters a new
political cycle. Investigative reporter Jeff Gerth interviewed dozens of people at the center

of the story—editors and reporters, Trump himself, and others in his orbit.

The result is an encyclopedic look at one of the most consequential moments in American
media history. Gerth’s findings aren’t always flattering, either for the press or for Trump
and his team. Doubtless they’ll be debated and maybe even used as ammunition in the
ongoing media war being waged in the country. But they are important, and worthy of deep

reflection as the campaign for the presidency is about, once again, to begin.

Kyle Pope is the editor in chief and publisher of the Columbia Journalism Review.
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