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D oes anyone still believe the story that Donald Trump colluded with Vladimir Putin to
win the 2016 presidential election? If so, special counsel John Durham’s indictment
of Igor Danchenko should put their minds at rest.

The 39-page document is rich with detail on the origins, use and abuse of the Russian
collusion story as a means to undermine the 2016 Trump campaign.

Danchenko is identified as the person who collected information “that ultimately formed the
core of the allegations” in the infamous dossier by Christopher Steele. Danchenko was
indicted on lying to the FBI in 2017 about who he was working with and where his information
came from.
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The indictment exposes former Hillary Clinton aide Charles Dolan, identified only as “PR
Executive-1,” as an important Danchenko source. Dolan allegedly fed Danchenko information
he claimed he had obtained when he “had a drink with a GOP friend,” but later admitted he had
fabricated the story. The indictment also shows that PR Executive-1 was an important source
for reporting by The Washington Post and the Times of London when the Steele dossier
scandal broke in January 2017.

The Danchenko indictment is particularly telling in
detailing how the fake story was inserted into the
political ecosystem, starting with Dolan and
perhaps others. Danchenko allegedly fed the
falsehoods to Steele, a British former intelligence
operative hired by Fusion GPS to conduct the
research.

Fusion GPS had been retained by Clinton campaign
lawyer Marc Elias, whom law professor Johnathan
Turley has called a "potential apex target” of the
Durham probe. Clinton supporters in the
government slipped the information to

sympathetic operatives in the Justice Department, who used it to mount a spying campaign

Source linked to Hillary Clinton
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on Trump. And the American news media spread the rumors, which undermined the Trump
presidency.

While the Danchenko indictment offers many new details on what was sold as a "well-
developed conspiracy of cooperation" between the Trump campaign and Russia, ample
evidence of the falsehood of this notion has been available for years.
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As early as October 2017, The Post reported that the “Hillary Clinton campaign and the
Democratic National Committee helped fund research that resulted in a now-famous
(Steele) dossier containing allegations about President Trump’s connections to Russia and
possible coordination between his campaign and the Kremlin.”

As was later revealed, the dossier became the basis for Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act
warrants against Trump aide Carter Page, and unprecedented FBI surveillance on the Trump
campaign before the election.

By 2017, it  was clear that “Russian collusion” was just a polit ical dirty trick. But the narrative
was firmly embedded in the liberal mind, and the wheels of the Washington investigative
apparatus were turning, so the false story lived on.

Its legitimacy was bolstered in 2018 by Pulitzer Prizes awarded to The New York Times and
The Washington Post for “deeply sourced, relentlessly reported coverage” of “Russian
interference in the 2016 presidential election and its connections to the Trump campaign, the
President-elect ’s transition team and his eventual administration.”

Special counsel Robert Mueller's investigation was supposed to have been the grand reckoning
for Trump, the comprehensive exposure of the colluders and how they undermined American
democracy. Mueller’s 2019 report was long on how Moscow attempted to interfere in the
2016 election. But on the matter of collusion with the Trump campaign, Mueller came up
empty, and for good reason. The collusion never existed.

Now the Durham investigation is laying bare the extent of the conspiracy to derail the Trump
campaign and thwart his presidency. The probe has so far led to the arrest of three
people accused of spreading the false Russia conspiracy theory.

Accusations were a political dirty trick

2065Join the conversat ion

https://context-cdn.washingtonpost.com/notes/prod/default/documents/fb956512-980f-4f13-8b8f-c26eebb76772/note/5de565a8-06b8-40e8-8572-23d9765d81d2.#page=1
https://t.co/b5Eu1GKNOY?amp=1
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/clinton-campaign-dnc-paid-for-research-that-led-to-russia-dossier/2017/10/24/226fabf0-b8e4-11e7-a908-a3470754bbb9_story.html
https://www.justice.gov/storage/120919-examination.pdf
https://www.pulitzer.org/winners/staffs-new-york-times-and-washington-post
https://www.thebulwark.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/report.pdf
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2019/04/18/mueller-report-russian-interference-2016-election-attacked-democracy-hacking-column/3506128002/
https://apnews.com/article/europe-russia-arrests-john-durham-9d2344081036235309346ad95b14a8bc


11/13/21, 11:15 AM N o collus ion: H ow Americans were fed a false tale about Donald Trump's  2016 campaign

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/opinion/no-collus ion-how-americans-were-fed-a-false-tale-about-donald-trumps--campaign/ar-AAQuez H 3/3

This is good news, and hopefully more indictments will follow. It  is important to understand
how operatives connected to the Hillary Clinton campaign conspired to harness the polit ical
system to undermine American democracy and weaken a legitimately elected president.

James S. Robbins, a member of USA TODAY's Board of Contributors and author of "This Time We
Win: Revisiting the Tet Offensive," has taught at the National Defense University and the Marine
Corps University and served as a special assistant in the office of the secretary of Defense in the
George W. Bush administration. Follow him on Twitter: @James_Robbins

This article originally appeared on USA TODAY: No collusion: How Americans were fed a false tale
about Donald Trump's 2016 campaign

Microsoft may earn an Affiliate Commission if you purchase something through recommended links in this
article.
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