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Russian officers held back protesters in Moscow on Thursday. Crow ds turned out to protest the verdict against Aleksei
Navalny. More Photos »
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political prosecution. “But this is certainly one of the big moves.”

“The message is that whatever you do, even if you do socially
useful things, if you are in opposition to the government, you are
going to jail” Mr. Guriev said. He added: “He is the face of the
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Mr. Putin has shown a willingness to tolerate a certain amount of
dissent, particularly on the Internet. But he has drawn the line at political challenges, as he did with the
oil billionaire Mikhail Khodorkovsky, who was imprisoned in 2005 after he began backing independent
political parties to oppose the Kremlin. He remains in prison.

Mr. Navalny, 37, a lawyer, had long dismissed the trial as a charade based on trumped-up charges, a
contention backed by the United States and the European Union. He remained defiant, spending much
of the three-hour session in a local court here posting messages and photographs on Twitter, ignoring
an order from Judge Sergei Blinov to shut off all cellphones and denouncing the evidence against him
as “falsified.”

Before being led out of court, he sent followers one last message: “O.K. Don’t miss me. And most
importantly — do not be lazy.”
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If his conviction is upheld on appeal, Mr. Navalny will be banned from public office for life. He has
said he wants to be president one day, but he posed a different sort of threat: a steadily growing
popularity combined with an incorruptibility that made him impossible to co-opt and a relentlessness in
embarrassing officials by disclosing their corrupt dealings.

The case here in Kirov was the most high-profile in a series of politically charged prosecutions of Mr.
Navalny and other opposition figures in recent months, as the Kremlin has shown its willingness to use
the judicial system for political retribution undeterred by criticism at home or abroad. The verdict
incited some calls for boycotts of the Moscow mayoral election and future national ballots, and drew
cries of alarm from the West. While the verdict could eventually prove either to end Mr. Navalny’s
political career or seal its future success, for many in Russia it seemed to be a turning point.

The United States and the European Union condemned the verdict. Jay Carney, the White House
spokesman, said the “United States is deeply disappointed and concerned” by the conviction and called
the charges “politically motivated.” He added, “Navalny’s harsh prison sentence is the latest example
of a disturbing trend of government actions aimed at suppressing dissent and civil society in Russia.”

President Obama has indicated that he may cancel a trip to Russia in September, in part because of
this verdict, and the standoff over Edward J. Snowden, the former National Security Agency
contractor seeking asylum in Russia.

Catherine Ashton, the European Union’s foreign policy chief, issued a statement saying the verdict
“raises serious concerns as to the state of the rule of law in Russia.”

With the stiff sentences meted out last year to members of the punk band Pussy Riot for a stunt
protest in a Moscow cathedral and Mr. Putin’s public musing about granting asylum to Mr. Snowden,
the president has made clear that Russia’s values are its own and that the rest of the world will not tell
him what to do.

As the five-year prison sentence was delivered, some of Mr. Navalny’s supporters burst into tears.
He turned and hugged his wife, then shook hands with some supporters before being led away by
guards. Mr. Navalny’s parents were also in the courtroom, and at one point bickered with bailiffs who
complained that they were not standing up.

Outside the court, Mr. Navalny’s wife, Yulia, said that his work would not be halted.

“Aleksei was as ready for this as one can be,” she said. “If anyone believes that Aleksei’s
investigations will cease, that is not the case. The Fund for the Fight Against Corruption will continue
working as before.”

While the guilty verdict was widely expected, the charges against Mr. Navalny, of stealing nearly
$500,000 from a state-controlled timber company, were considered thin by many legal experts and had
been thrown out as baseless after a local investigation. The case was resurrected by federal officials
in Moscow, and the Kremlin had made little effort to mask the political motivation of the prosecution.

A spokesman for the federal Investigative Committee, Vladimir Markin, declared publicly that Mr.
Navalny had made himself a target through his political activities criticizing public officials.

“If a person tries with all his strength to attract attention, or if I can put it, teases authorities — ‘Look
at me, I’'m so good compared to everyone else’ — well, then interest in his past grows and the
process of exposing him naturally speeds up,” Mr. Markin said.

Mr. Navalny was convicted along with a co-defendant, Pyotr Ofitserov, a businessman who had
worked with him on the timber project when Mr. Navalny was an unpaid adviser to the regional
governor here. Mr. Ofitserov, a father of five who has not been politically active, was sentenced to
four years in prison. Each man was also fined more than $15,000.

The judge’s findings were largely based on the testimony of a third man accused in the case,
Vyacheslav Opalev, who pleaded guilty and worked with the prosecution. In his decision, Judge Blinov
called Mr. Opalev’s testimony trustworthy and reliable. But during the trial, Mr. Opalev at times gave
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contradictory evidence, and defense lawyers were not allowed to cross-examine him. In addition,
Judge Blinov barred the defense from calling 13 witnesses.

The crime novelist Boris Akunin, who is also a political opposition leader, said the verdict showed
there was little hope of changing Russia by democratic means.

“Lifetime deprivation of elections — this is what the verdict means, not only for Navalny but for all
who thought it was possible to change this system through elections,” Mr. Akunin wrote. “As long as
the Putin regime is alive, there will not be elections.”

Reporting was contributed by Ellen Barry, Andrew E. Kramer, Andrew Roth, Alexandra
Kozlova, Anna Tikhomirova and Noah Sneider from Moscow.

A version of this article appeared in print on July 19, 2013, on page A1l of the New York edition w ith the headline: Protests
Erupt Over Sentence Of Putin Critic.

SAVE E-MAIL SHARE

E Try unlimited access to NYTimes.com for just 99¢. SEE OPTIONS »

148 Comments

Share your thoughts.

‘ ALL

READER PICKS = NYT PICKS New est Write aComment

Jim Steinberg Fresno, California
We should all aspire to Navalny's bravery.
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Part of Navalny’s appeal is his rejection of Russian liberalism, which he sees as
being hopelessly out of touch with a country that is fundamentally conservative. His
nationalism is unapologetic and even shocking. In a series of humorous videos on
YouTube, he can be seen advocating the repatriation of illegals (while footage
scrolls of people of Asian appearance moving swiftly through an airport) and the
use of pistols against lawless undesirables....
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Rita California

* Sounds like he'd be right at home with some of our elected officials. Maybe
Pres. Obama can make a deal - The US will take the burden of having both
Navalny and Snowden off Russia's hands.
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