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Edward Snowden (AFP Photo / Wikileaks)
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Former US intelligence contractor Edward Trends
Snowden has been awarded the Fritz Bauer | NSA leaks
Prize of the German Humanist Union, a
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prominent civil rights organization, for Germany, Hacking, Human
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practices of the NSA and its accomplices.

“Edward Snowden showed exceptional moral courage in exposing illegal
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surveillance practices,” the national chairman Werner Koep-Kerstin said
on Saturday in Rastatt.

With his leaks about NSA activities, Koep-Kerstin claims, Snowden had
“initiated a long overdue debate on the limits of the security mania,
democratic demands on the control of intelligence as well as international
rules of surveillance,” Markische online Zeitungmeans quotes.

The Fritz Bauer Prize was established in 1968 in memory of its founder,
Fritz Bauer, the longtime Attorney General of Hesse, who pioneered a
legal fight against Nazi injustice. The Humanist Union presents the award
to those who have excelled in contributions to the humanization,
liberalization and democratization of the judiciary.

pic.twitter.com/gnlc2RqSn6
June 21, 2014

Last summer, Snowden had already secured the recognition of the
German advocates, receiving the 2013 Whistleblower Award. And in
October, a group of US whistleblowers presented Snowden with the Sam
Adams Award for ‘Integrity in Intelligence’ during a secret meetingin
Moscow.

READ MORE: ‘Courage is contagious’: Whistleblowing Fantastic Four
talk ‘Snowden effect’ on RT

The 31-year-old, who has been living in Russia for almost a year after
being granted asylum from US prosecution, is a key figure in the ongoing
German probe into NSA spy scandal that monitored millions of Germans
and its Chancellor Angela Merkel.

Members of the German legislative committee, appointed to investigate
the NSA’s snooping of Chancellor Merkel's phone, were planning to visit
Moscow to meet the whistleblower.

Snowden earlier claimed that he is ready to testify about American
wrongdoings and has even sent a letter to the German authorities,
requesting a meeting. However, he has reportedly turned down the offer
to meet German MPs in Russia. His lawyer Wolfgang Kaleck said
Snowden believes at this point there is “no room or need for an oral,
'informal’ meeting in Moscow” and that substantial testimony would only
be possible in Germany.
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Recent reports suggest that Germany has become one of the National
Security Agency’s most important centers for data collection and
surveillance operations in Europe.

The rejection may come as a temporary relief to the German
government, which warned the committee that Snowden’s testimony
might cause “negative consequences” on Germany's relations and
cooperation with the US.
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peter 24.06.2014 01:00
Well Mr.Mc Coy

there will be traitors ...

And there will be criminal mass murderers...killing countless
civilians in irak ,afghanistan,

egypt, yemen, syria, libya , vietham , ukraine , venezuela ,
Bosnia ect...ect...

the only country that nuked innocent civilians , not once but
twice....and used depleted uranium

against civilian population....

i am praying for more traitors Mr. Mc Coy

Anthony 23.06.2014 22:17

| am a targeted individual in America and | am glad when
anyone blows the whistle on U.S. crimes against humanity.

Don McCoy 23.06.2014 15:32

There's a shocker! LOL! ANY country that's not the USA is
probably VERY happy that our inelligence operations were
exposed! That doesn't make Snowden any less of a
traitor...it makes him MORE of a traitor.
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