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Just as Timothy McVeigh was in the 1990s, the Tsarnaev brothers are quintessential
conspiracists of their era
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We already knew that Tamerlan Tsarnaev, the apparent mastermind of the Boston Marathon
bombing, “took an interest in Infowars,” the website run by conspiracy theorist Alex Jones, but
now the BBC’s investigative program Panorama reports that Tsarnaev had literature espousing LINDSAY ABRAMS
all manner of anti-government conspiracy theories and even white supremacism.

The world water shortage looks
After a months-long investigation into the bombing, including exclusive interviews with friends of unsolvable

Tamerlan and his brother Dzhokhar, Panorama found that Tsarnaev had articles claiming that , DINA FINE MARON, SCIENTIFIC
both 9/11 and the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing were perpetrated by the government, while T AMERICAN

another warned about “the rape of our gun rights.” The brother also subscribed to publications
espousing white supremacy, including one that stated that “Hitler had a point.”
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It complicates the picture of the Tsarnaev brothers presented in the media as simple home- DANIEL BERKOWITZ

grown jihadis, inspired by violent Muslim groups like al-Qaida.

The BBC describes the literature as “right-wing,” but it’s actually much more complicated than
that. Tsarnaev illustrates how 21st century anti-government conspiracism melts down typical - Y_Oﬁr blood turngl gI:een': :Nhy the
ideological barriers in a postmodern stew of various radicalisms, united by a common deep % right can't derail the Girl Scouts

distrust of the government. SLOANE CROSLEY

Give Manning and Snowden the
Nobel Peace Prize

ANDREW O'HEHIR

This manifests itself in different ways, depending on the political movement from which a believer
grew out of — maybe everything from 9/11 to Sandy Hook is a plot to take away the guns, or
maybe it’s all a scheme to enrich Wall Street — but the paranoid right and paranoid left are
finding common cause online at places like Infowars unlike any other time in history. And when
even the political center is vehemently anti-Washington, and revelations like those brought
forward by Edward Snowden lead moderates to distrust the government, the fringes seem more
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appealing than ever. LIZ FIELDS
The brothers were clearly also influenced by radical Islamic thinking. Just before he was E;I:t(i)l;geilly‘s laughable race
captured, Dzhokhar scrawled a note reading, “We Muslims are one body. You hurt one you JoE MUTO

hurt us all.” And a friend who spoke with the BBC echoed what many others have said about
Tamerlan, stating, “He just didn’t like America. He felt like America was just basically attacking
all Middle Eastern countries ... you know trying to take their oil.”

POPULAR ON REDDIT

ADVERTISEMENT
i3 My anorexic 9-year-old
3 1335 points | 370 comments
EARN : M ic9 Id ( t f
y anorexic 9-year-old (x-post from
3 0 0 0 BONUS /r/TwoXChromosones by request)
r MILES 239 points | 48 comments

TOWARD AWARD TRAVEL.

5 biblical concepts fundamentalists just don't
understand

120 points | 27 comments

Remember that whole mystery Republican
strategists were trying to solve about why
women don't seem to “connect” with their
party? On Tuesday, Erick Erickson tweeted: It is
a bit embarrassing that Abortion Barbie doesn't
even have her facts straight on Kermit Gosnell.

100 points | 11 comments

TERMS, CONDITIONS, AND RESTRICTIONS APPLY.

Alex Seitz-Wald is Salon's political reporter. Email him at aseitz- Cyberscare: Ex-NSA chief calls transparency

wald@salon.com, and follow him on Twitter @aseitzwald. groups, hackers next terrorists
150 points | 27 comments

MORE ALEX SEITZ-WALD. FROM AROUND THE WEB

Recommend - 83 34 14 0 1

more

Nathan Hale vs. }
Bradley Manning

YOU MIGHT ALSO LIKE

Going... Going... Gone! iPads for Under $40?

What the Bible Says About Money (Shocking)

www.salon.com/2013/08/05/tamerlan_tsarnaev_21st century_conspiracist/singleton/print/ 2/5


http://www.salon.com/2013/08/05/tamerlan_tsarnaev_21st_century_conspiracist/
http://www.salon.com/2013/08/05/tamerlan_tsarnaev_21st_century_conspiracist/
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CAMjT_scBUuCeOIqwkwT2s4DoBJO4jJIEi5rlv2r_0aK9wAEQASC22uMaYMne-IbIo-gZoAGlsrvXA8gBCeACAKgDAaoEywFP0C_PxWqDF0NS-yI-VmTz1sb8x65_ALXxB9uFPDsJzjWg2aV0y9MotcCww1pHR_Z0WR0eS_BrY0RsZy_REAwogiOptTh-87lEzS1HbRkwlGtgzdFLiWV1-PbTv8-GgtfZJZq4vF10w4kfwe-T6jQAeigrnA2fYeophFJ6BY5P9-kaaZFH7bP0EvWt3jD6KBH_AepU6pyqxu-kdCObQulvULf0KJp99YlKkvmoD-yo2wg-0bk1v8I3lTavGlQcO9cEp5KOYC2ZqHOpzeAEAYgGAaAGEYAHw83EKA&num=1&cid=5GgdgC2PE2tFO644I1cfpfeu&sig=AOD64_1Vd8gEHREC5vsvcgtsBoBov3hoeQ&client=ca-pub-2958928485598961&adurl=http%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3e37/3/0/%2a/c%3B273798947%3B2-0%3B0%3B99959686%3B4307-300/250%3B54900455/54784929/1%3B%3B%7Eokv%3D%3Bpc%3DgdnC035pwYAAAA%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttps://www304.americanexpress.com/personal-card-application/delta-gold-credit-card/40513-10-0/0/0/0/n/
http://www.salon.com/2013/08/05/tamerlan_tsarnaev_21st_century_conspiracist/
http://www.salon.com/2013/08/05/tamerlan_tsarnaev_21st_century_conspiracist/
http://www.salon.com/2013/08/05/tamerlan_tsarnaev_21st_century_conspiracist/
http://www.salon.com/2013/08/05/tamerlan_tsarnaev_21st_century_conspiracist/
http://www.salon.com/2013/08/05/tamerlan_tsarnaev_21st_century_conspiracist/
http://www.salon.com/2013/08/05/tamerlan_tsarnaev_21st_century_conspiracist/
http://www.twitter.com/aseitzwald
http://www.salon.com/writer/alex_seitz_wald/
http://www.salon.com/2013/08/06/what_would_nathan_hale_think_of_the_nsa_partner/
http://www.consumertipsdigest.org/tab/
http://www.moneynews.com/MKTNews/Financial-bible-Hyman/2013/07/08/id/513894/?promo_code=141AD-1&utm_source=taboola
http://www.salon.com/writer/daniel_berkowitz/
http://www.salon.com/2013/08/04/your_blood_turns_green_why_the_right_cant_derail_the_girl_scouts/
http://www.salon.com/writer/sloane_crosley/
http://www.salon.com/2013/08/03/give_manning_and_snowden_the_nobel_peace_prize/
http://www.salon.com/writer/andrew_ohehir/
http://www.salon.com/2013/08/02/pastafarian_wins_right_to_wear_strainer_on_government_id/
http://www.salon.com/writer/liz_fields/
http://www.salon.com/2013/08/05/bill_oreillys_laughable_race_baiting/
http://www.salon.com/writer/joe_muto/
http://www.salon.com/2013/08/06/my_anorexic_9_year_old/
http://www.reddit.com/r/TwoXChromosomes/comments/1jt1ju/my_anorexic_9yearold/
http://www.reddit.com/r/TwoXChromosomes/comments/1jt1ju/my_anorexic_9yearold/
http://www.salon.com/2013/08/06/my_anorexic_9_year_old/
http://www.reddit.com/r/Parenting/comments/1jtb72/my_anorexic_9yearold_xpost_from_rtwoxchromosones/
http://www.reddit.com/r/Parenting/comments/1jtb72/my_anorexic_9yearold_xpost_from_rtwoxchromosones/
http://www.salon.com/2013/08/06/when_fundamentalists_get_liberal_about_the_bible_partner/
http://www.reddit.com/r/atheism/comments/1jt31o/5_biblical_concepts_fundamentalists_just_dont/
http://www.reddit.com/r/atheism/comments/1jt31o/5_biblical_concepts_fundamentalists_just_dont/
http://www.salon.com/2013/08/06/erick_erickson_calls_wendy_davis_an_abortion_barbie/
http://www.reddit.com/r/politics/comments/1ju3tc/remember_that_whole_mystery_republican/
http://www.reddit.com/r/politics/comments/1ju3tc/remember_that_whole_mystery_republican/
http://www.salon.com/2013/08/06/cyberscare_ex_nsa_chief_calls_transparency_groups_hackers_next_terrorists/singleton/
http://www.reddit.com/r/technology/comments/1jud9t/cyberscare_exnsa_chief_calls_transparency_groups/
http://www.reddit.com/r/technology/comments/1jud9t/cyberscare_exnsa_chief_calls_transparency_groups/

