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The widespread refusal to accept that the US government bombed the Nord

Stream pipelines is based solely on the faith-based belief that the US

government would never do something so evil, despite its having done many

things that are far more evil than this right out in the open.

"Okay sure they've been spending the last few years helping Saudi Arabia

create mountains of child corpses in Yemen, but blowing up a pipeline?

That would be a step too far!"

So much government nefariousness hides behind the completely

unevidenced assumption "Oh, our leaders would never do anything THAT

bad!" It's a belief that is based on literally nothing. It's believed because it is

comfortable.

❖

Caitlin Johnstone 
@caitoz

Time to update the Ukrainian flag again.  

Володимир Зеленський @ZelenskyyUa

Had a key meeting with @jpmorgan senior members, took part  in the 
investment summit  online. We discussed the creat ion of a platform for 
involving private capital to rebuild� Post war long term growth steps were

https://twitter.com/caitoz/status/1624562396852523008?s=20
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involving private capital to rebuild �. Post-war long-term growth steps were 
discussed. We agreed on cooperat ion. 
https://t .co/FFwgqi3fRt

12:13 AM · Feb 12, 2023

1,220 Likes 298 Retweets

❖

You only get one shot at preventing nuclear war. There will be no do-overs.

There will be no course-correction. There will be no learning from mistakes

that were made. This is it. Our one and only chance. We're living it.

Is it good enough? Are we using our one shot responsibly? 

If the mushroom clouds turn up, will anyone honestly be able to tell

themselves that our leaders did everything they could to prevent this from

happening, and that we the rank-and-�le citizenry did everything we could

to pressure them into navigating wisely around this threat? 

I personally don't think so. I think if we meet our end that way it will be the

result of a bunch of humans playing with armageddon weapons in an

extremely reckless and irresponsible way with virtually no resistance from

the public, because we didn't like thinking about it much.

❖

The worst thing about Australia is America. All of the most destructive and

dangerous things our country has done in recent decades, and all the most

destructive and dangerous things it continues to do, have been the result of

our role in the US-centralized empire.

❖

Hey I've got a smart idea, let's make laws that require corporations to act

like sociopaths, pursuing pro�t without any consideration for morality or

https://twitter.com/caitoz/status/1624562396852523008?s=20
https://twitter.com/caitoz/status/1624562396852523008?s=20
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human wellbeing, then let's allow our entire civilization to be ruled by

corporations.

Oh cool we already did that, good thinking.

❖

The fact that Biden has explicitly said the US will go to war to defend

Taiwan, and that it won't go to war to defend the far less geostrategically

crucial Ukraine, should show you that the US does not go to war to defend

human interests but to defend its own interests.

❖

Caitlin Johnstone 
@caitoz

Remember kids, anything China does with regard to Taiwan will be COMPLETELY 
UNPROVOKED. 

9:52 PM · Feb 13, 2023

2,464 Likes 652 Retweets

https://medium.com/@jgg4553542/the-most-important-problem-in-the-world-ad22ade0ccfe
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❖

The biggest problem with the western anti-war movement is that there is no

western anti-war movement. All the other problems you think you're seeing

in your "anti-war movement" are at best a very, very distant second to the

fundamental problem that your movement has no movement. There's no

good reason to spend your energy worrying if the peace movement is doing

it wrong or including the wrong people or not organizing correctly if there

is no meaningful peace movement. Focus on �xing that problem �rst — on

creating movement rather than creating inertia and sectarian squabbling.

❖

There's this Pink Floyd line that's been rattling around in my head, "You

have to be trusted by the people that you lie to." Because it's so true; you

can't deceive people who don't trust you. Propaganda only works if people

don't know it's happening — if they don't think of its source as

untrustworthy.

That's why it gives me hope that trust in the mass media is plunging to

historic lows: if people suf�ciently distrust those who lie to them, then

those lies won't take root in their minds anymore. Without trust, the

propaganda machine can't function. 

All our world's troubles are ultimately due to propaganda; people only

consent to status quo systems which hurt their interests because their

consent is manufactured via propaganda. And that propaganda only works

because of public trust in the messengers.

We can �ght this by working to exacerbate public distrust in the

institutions that manufacture our consent, spreading public awareness of

the fact that everything we've been taught to believe about our nation, our

government and our world is a lie. All positive changes in human behavior —

https://twitter.com/caitoz/status/1625251717523841024?s=20
https://www.axios.com/2022/07/08/news-republicans-democrats-trust-partisanship
https://youtu.be/34LGPIXvU5M
https://caityjohnstone.medium.com/how-to-defeat-the-empire-3bfdd468f439
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whether individual or collective — are always preceded by an expansion of

consciousness. Make people more aware that they are being deceived, and

the liars will no longer be trusted by the people they lie to.

Trust in the mass media has never been lower, meanwhile our ability to

amplify our own voices and share ideas and information has never been

higher. We can use this opportunity to free the collective mind from the

chains of propaganda, so that we can �nally get real change.

____________________

Thanks for reading Caitlin’s Newsletter!
Subscribe for free to receive new posts and

support my work.

My work is entirely reader-supported, so if you enjoyed this piece please

consider sharing it around, following me

on Facebook, Twitter, Soundcloud or YouTube, throwing some money into my

tip jar on Ko-�, Patreon or Paypal, or buying an issue of my monthly zine. If you

want to read more you can buy my books. The best way to make sure you see

the stuff I publish is to subscribe to the mailing list for at my website or on

Substack, which will get you an email noti�cation for everything I

publish. Everyone, racist platforms excluded, has my permission to republish,

use or translate any part of this work (or anything else I’ve written) in any way

they like free of charge. For more info on who I am, where I stand, and what I’m

trying to do with this platform, click here. All works co-authored with my

husband Tim Foley.
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Feral Finster 1 hr ago

"Propaganda only works if  people don't know it's happening — if  they don't think of  its
source as untrustworthy."

An old joke: a Russian and an American are on a airline flight f rom Moscow to Washington.
The American asks the Russian what he does for a living.

The Russian answers "I work for the government."

"Why are you traveling to the United States, then?"

"I want to study American propaganda techniques."

The American responds, a smug look on his face "oh, but there is no propaganda in
America!"

"Exactly!" the Russian replies.

People in the Soviet Union also thought that they were the f reest in the world.

7 Reply Collapse

https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fbucketeer-e05bbc84-baa3-437e-9518-adb32be77984.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F651f63db-626b-44eb-bf86-44c612780524_514x239.png
https://substack.com/profile/2255172-feral-finster
https://substack.com/profile/2255172-feral-finster
https://caitlinjohnstone.substack.com/p/you-have-to-be-trusted-by-the-people/comment/12857676
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)


2/16/2023 You H ave To Be Trusted By The People That You Lie To: N otes From The Edge Of The N arrative M atrix

https://caitlinjohnstone.substack.com/p/you-have-to-be-trusted-by-the-people 8/8

14 more comments…

1 reply

Writes Saxxon Creative Saxxon’s Newsletter 2 hr ago

Pink Floyd line. "Us and them... them ...them.... them ....them...."
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